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F-STOP DISCLAIMER 
This is the official monthly in-house magazine of F-Stop Photographic Society of 

Kempton Park. 

IMPORTANT 
By virtue of submitting any entry, the image author  permits F-Stop Photographic 

Society to reproduce all or part of the entered material free of charge for inclusion 
in the monthly magazine, 

local press or F-Stop Website, unless otherwise stated by the author. 

All other images are courtesy of Google Images and remain the property of the origi-
nal Image Author. Credit given to Image Authors where possible. No part of this 

magazine may be used or reproduced without the written consent of the existing 
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Welcome to all , we have our Annual general meeting this month and  the selection of committee members. We thank you for attending the meeting. 

Next month Theme is  : Architecture (with a Twist) remember , itôs completely open to interpretation. 

Quotes for the month:  ñBecause when you stop and look around this life is pretty amazing.ò ï Unknown 

Please joined our Face book page :  https://www.facebook.com/Fstopphotographic/  

Have a look at the Photo rally 2016ï results, well done to all. 

Have a splendid month. 

Annaline Werth  - editor@fstopphoto.co.za 

http://therosecoloredlens.com/2012/07/02/this-life-is-pretty-amazing/
https://www.facebook.com/Fstopphotographic/
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From Light to Dark: High-Key and Low-Key Lighting in Portrait Photography 

Turn on the lights! Depending on lighting, portraits can run a gamut of fun, bright, light, airy and upbeat to dark, moody, serious, mysterious and dramatic. This is 
why studio lighting can be intensely difficult for some and fun for others. How you light a portrait can make or break the image, so itôs important not only to do it, 
but to do it well. I wanted to focus on a couple of creative lighting styles used not only in portraits, but in fashion, beauty and even television and film. So letôs get 
to the studio! 

High-key is a lighting style that is a results in little-to-no shadow on your subject, based on the level of brightness of 
your lights hitting a subject. High-key is based on lighting ratios. Itôs not a lighting pattern ï which is based on light 
direction. Many lighting patterns  can work for high key lighting so long as there is minimal to no shadows. High-key 
lighting can be achieved when your fill light(s) project(s) the same level of brightness as your key light to fill in shad-
ows. This creates a 1:1 ratio eliminating all shadows. Weôll discuss high-key more in depth in just a moment, but for 
now, letôs jump into lighting ratios to get a better understanding of high-key lighting later. 

LIGHTING RATIOS 

Before we move into key lighting, itôs important to understand how to achieve high-key and low-key lighting, which 
involves knowing and understanding a little bit about lighting ratios .  I go into great detail on lighting ratios  in my 
article: Understanding and Using Lighting Ratios in Studio Portraiture . I encourage you to take a look at that arti-
cle to get a better understanding of the math and tools behind some impressive lighting techniques. 

Lighting ratios  are basically the mathematical ratio relation of light that falls onto a subject between two light sources, typically a key light on the highlight side 
and fill light on what would be the shadow side.  

http://www.adorama.com/alc/3-essential-lighting-styles-for-better-portraiture
http://www.adorama.com/alc/understanding-and-using-lighting-ratios-in-studio-portraiture-1
http://www.adorama.com/alc/understanding-and-using-lighting-ratios-in-studio-portraiture-1
http://www.adorama.com/alc/understanding-and-using-lighting-ratios-in-studio-portraiture-1

